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LAND GRAB

This series discusses key problems
faced by the people of Tamil Nadu and
identifies potential solutions
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lle of a real estate boom and rapid urbanisation, land grab is becoming a menace to residents across
ugh the government has changed, the administrative mechanisms haven’t. We ask that the government
10les in the registration laws and practices so that it becomes harder for criminals to steal property
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© % hief minister J Jayalalithaa seems
to have triggered an avalanche of
land grab complaints when she re-
%4 cently announced measures to com-
bat the menace. Special police cells launched
a few days ago to investigate land grab cases
have already registered more than 500 com-
plaints across the state. “Almost all district
police units and city police commissionerates
have formed these special cells and complaints
are pouring in from the aggrieved public,”
said S George, additional director general of
police, law and order.
About 300 land-related complaints are

range between %1 crore and %5 crore. “We
have the mandate to ensure the return of
each usurped property to its real owner,”
says Vanniyaperumal.

Thirty-six cases of land grabbing were
reported in Villupuram district in the last
three years, said district superintendent of
police S Xavier Dhanrayj.

In the central zone covering Tiruchi and
surrounding districts, more than 100 com-
plaints of land grabbing have been regis-
tered. “In each district falling within Tiruchi
range, we have received about 15 to 20 com-
plaints. All are in the enquiry stage,” said
Tiruchi range DIG A Amalraj.

Tiruchi city police commissioner E Ma

he middle of an pending investigation with the central crime  Masanamuthu, said, “We have segregated
astate boom and branch of Chennai city police, said a senior the complaints into forceful occupation,
1s being bought official. These cases involve properties worth  forceful eviction and forgery.”
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lice officials have also come under adverse
notice for encouraging the conduct of kan-
garoo courts in their offices.

George said,
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he boom is that g structed to keep away from civil disputes. £ :

ned foothold in Our drive is focused on putting an end to @ » Establish fast track courts to

>t in-part due to land grabbing, cheating and related crim-  quickly settle land grab cases

rith Bﬂliticiana, inal activities.” o

ice. Documents Another police officer describes a typical

yners arf being land grab. “Politicians, egher ruling or op- HOLDING THE FLAG HIGH
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sion of officials “The realtor identifies the property owned and the need to provide
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ng its business, Land grab is truly a statewide problem. B. Make the registration department
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eexplainsthat cludethe POAsinencumbrancecer- detect existence of POAs for prop- rules and procedures easily ma- offices. A revenue official, known to the - . transfer of properties in the state fur a
jareregistered tificates (KC). The registration de- erties. Till then, POAs will be en- nipulate the situation to cheat or- applicant, should certify the bona fides of the minimum period of 10 years. This will have a
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big deterrent effect on land mafia.



